493        AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A JOUENALIST

received 150 words of its report in time for the press
the next morning, and had to make up its page of
dispatches from matter sent by post in advance and
by expansion of the 150 words received. Edmund
Yates, in his autobiography, tells a story of the
affair which is in every important detail untrue, and
he probably knew nothing of it except what Young
had admitted, and that was certainly very little, for
Young was a very reticent man, and not likely to
tell his defeat even to his staff.

Bennett was too fickle and whimsical an employer
to suit me, and I had no disposition to expose my-
self to his whims. With Young I was always on
the best terms, and he was disposed to employ me
when a momentary service was required, but I had
had one experience with his chief, which was suffi-
cient. He had offered me the London agency of
the " Herald " at a time when any constant occupa-
tion would have been acceptable, and we had come
to terms, when suddenly he was taken with the no-
tion that Edmund Yates, in addition to the service
to the paper, would be of use to him in social ways,
and he dropped me and appointed Yates, to drop
him a little later, paying him a year's salary to break
the contract.

One bit of work I did for the "Herald" which I
remember with much pleasure. It was the reporting
of Beaconsfield's Aylesbury speech, not a steno-
graphic report, for that they had from the English
press, but a letter on the occasion as a demonstra-
tion. I went to Aylesbury, and, as Beaconsfield was